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Reading to Learn Detailed Reading Planner  Year Level: Years 10, 11, 12   Subject/Unit: Challenging Terra Nullius of the Mind 
Source of Extract: This detailed read is based on the first three paragraphs (The two-roomed house…are left here alone.) of ‘The Drover’s Wife’ by Henry 
Lawson (Project Gutenberg edition) 
 
Text Specific Comprehension Questions 

Literal 
Identifies answers directly from information in the text 

Inferred 
Draws connections across text to answer 

Interpretive 
Connects material with the conceptual frameworks of 

the curriculum 
What details about the landscape are included in the 
Orientation? 

What patterns of language are identifiable in the text?  How are readers positioned to think about the 
Australian landscape? 

 
Instructions 

1. Sentence preparation (in simple words): The first sentence tells us… 
2. Read aloud: Look at the sentence as I read it…, 
3. Word position: Two words at the beginning of the sentence… 
4. Focus question to find word: Can you see the words that say that…?  

5. Affirm/Reject: Yes…Exactly… (re-prepare if needed) 
6. Direct: Highlight… 
7. Elaborations: Why do you think…? How is it…? (focus on inferred and interpretive 
comprehension) 

 
Sentence Prep Lawson describes the countryside surrounding the Dover’s home. 
Cues What?                                           With…?      Because of what? Quality? 
Sentence Bush is all around – bush with no horizon, for the country is flat. 
Elaborations Meaning of ‘bush’: outside urban area; unique landscape, v. different for Europeans; in British American colonies from 1650s ‘uncleared district’ (in Sth Africa 

‘uncultivated district’) 
  
Sentence Prep Mountains can’t be seen, even ones far away. 
  
Cues No what? 
Sentence No ranges in the distance. 
Elaborations Reinforces flatness. 
  
Sentence Prep Lawson tells us the type of trees growing in (or making up) the landscape. 
Cues                                             Consists of what? 
Sentence The bush consists of stunted and rotten native apple trees. 
Elaborations                                      Is this an attractive, appealing landscape? 
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Sentence Prep He tells us what is missing from the bush. 
Cues No what? 
Sentence No undergrowth. 
Elaborations Notice use of negatives in description: no, nothing 
  
Sentence Prep Variety is only provided by some particular trees growing on the banks of a creek. 
Cues What relieves the eye?                           Except for what?                                                                                    Where sighing? 
Sentence Nothing to relieve the eye save the darker green of a few sheoaks which are sighing above the narrow, almost waterless creek. 
Elaborations Does this information challenge or reinforce our developing opinions about ‘the bush’? 

Note: according to the National Botanical Gardens, the wood was used for boomerangs, shields and clubs, young shoots were chewed for thirst, and young 
cones were eaten.   

  
Sentence Prep We are told how far away the nearest town is. 
Cues How far?                               To what?                        Civilisation is a what? 
Sentence Nineteen miles to the nearest sign of civilization – a shanty town on the main road. 
Elaborations In other words, they are a long way from any actual civilisation – because this isn’t really much. 
  
Sentence Prep We are introduced to one of the people who lies in the two-roomed house. 
Cues        Who?                                                    Away with what? 
Sentence The drover, an ex-squatter, is away with sheep. 
Elaborations What is a drover?                                         Are the sheep native animals? 
  
Sentence Prep We are told who else lives in the house. 
Cues First person? Who else?                  Left here how? 
Sentence His wife and children are left here alone. 
Elaborations Are they actually alone? Where are the original inhabitants of the country? 
  

 


